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Lexington, Ky., July 6—For an instant
only, on the crest of the ridge, & man's
body stood out clearly ngainst the skyline,

The crack of a rifle. & writhing mass of
flesh and bone, a fatal waund.

Death came a few hours Ilater. The
sparksman was a trifle nervous and the
bullet through the victim's body had not

- touched the heart.

_ Anf this—only ancther Incldent In Yhe
fight against the Kuklux in Letcher Coun-
ty, Kentucky. Bill Wright, Jr., of tha pos-
#e hunting the outlaws had made a mis-
take., He showed himself above the ridge
‘apdl the act cost him his life. John Rey-
nolds of the outlaws, from a position be-
hind an oak not a dozen yards away, had
fired the fatal shot. He and his brother,
oah, bad glanced down the sishts of
thelr weapons once before when a Wright
front. and the Wright that time
Man BilL" father of the lad who
wounl upon the ridge. "0l4
Bill" sleeps with his fathers, Like
son, he too made & mistake. He was
lttle slow In drawing and the price of
3 was the same in each in-
stahce. But there was a sequel to the
son's death, & bloody battle following im-
smediately on the firlng of the shot. The
members of the posse jolned in the
and the outlaws were put to flight,
only after a strugzle such as has been
in the mountains. The fight
the Kuklux was nearing an end
the outlaws wers making a last and
stand.

&
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had been seven to one. Now
only six. The posse that had
pearch for the men who were de-
was composed of John Wright.
mountain detective, with twenty-
motches on his gun handle; Bl

Jr., anf Gerrard Wright, his
and sons of *‘0ld Man BIIL" Hop
John Henry Elkins, Jim Neal and
detecttve called himself “Wi4 BIL"
were John Reynolds and
more daring men, better
ocooler heads could not bs found
section, moted for Just such char-
acteristics In its inhabitans. The officers
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winding walley a lttle red
house, 15 feet by 10. The littis
has: since become faumous. It was
that a band of desperate men for
bade open defiance to the officers of
the law, It holds a story that It will never

§f

Joha Wright. the grirzied veteran of
soountaln warfare, hnd warned his men. but
gthey had not heeded his sdvice. *Stay
here” he said, “while T go ‘round and ae.e'
He had hardly gone fifty yards, Accom-
pahied by two of his men, when the Im-

" patient Bill Wright, nothing more han 2
" boy of 17, stepped abiove the ridge. A vifle
_shot called John Wright's division bask 1o

the sceme. Gerrard Wright and Jolhn “leury
Elkins were close upon. Bilil Wright's heels,
and the boy fell in agony almost at his
Dbrother's feet. “Bill's dane for,” sald Gar-

orard quietly, and, dropping to his koee,

- gommenced pumping bullets from his Win-

chekter at the man who had slain Lis broth-

- er. Hop Gibson came up just as Creed Pot-

fer began shooting, and the due! opened
between them. Both of the outlaws were
firlng from_ behind trees, although the sing-
ing bullets of the Wright factien, which
pcattered the bark on elther sile, kKept
them constantly dodging.

John Henry Elkins can glve thanks that
he came out of the battle with only four
wounds. For him thery was a romances €n-
tangled In this tratedy. He was engaged
10 be married to the sigter of young 14l

- Wright, and the pleture of the brown-aved

* head crouched between his

Httle mountain ghl, weeplng for her arad
brother, fired him te deeds of reckiess dar-

- Ing. His sole porpose was to kill John
_ Reynolds,

no matter what the cost. He
fired one or two shols from his rifla at

the man hiding behind the tree, and then
cast It aslde. Drawlne his lieavy army
Colt, he leveled it - wilk Wiy out-

strotehed, mountain fashlon, and with his
shoulders, so
that he could lovk along the sights, ad-
wanced toward the onk tree thut shsizered
Reynolds. A Winchester bullet relicved Him
of his hat, but still he advanesd, untll with-
in & few feet of the tree. A buller aimed
at the heart struock his revolver, and, glan-

cwing, wounded Wm. In four places. It bent

the cyll=der anl the weapon was uselrss, be-
cause (t would no longer revolve., Elkins

~-mtarted back towasrd his rifle, and just then

Hh

" fied. with four bullot holes in his

- WWright, his mortal enemy, coverad

tha other memhers of the posse camo to
wiew on the ridge, They entered the fight
with alacrity, and the outlaws, outnum-
bered, were forced to retreat. Creed Potter
- «iothes.
John Reynolde stayed o few saconds lorger.
He backed away from tree to tree. For the
twinkling of au eye, ‘ust. oefore ho di=-
ayprared behind a bowlder, he and John
each

. other with thelr wenpora, Reynpolds’s Win-

chester ball clipped a2 plece from Wilght's
hat, not ‘an Inch from the left temple. Al-
most at the same time hls own right ana
fell uselcss at his side.

The posse had farad badly. Bl Wright
wes taken to a cabin three miles away, but
purvived only & few hours. Neal had a
wround in the mide which was then thought
%0 be fatal, but he will recover. The glan-
eltg bullet had wounded Elkins In four
plhces. Thus ended the most notable fight
‘@uring the bunt for the Kuklux in the moun-
tains of Letcher.

The Kuklux of the mountnins are much
& were the Kukiux in the more advanced
pections of the Btate immediately after the
Civll War. They are a band bound together
®r & solemn oath, and they pretend to reg-

e of the community. Men and
from their homes at night

‘men and whipped or otherwlse

or alleged wrongdolng.

¢ warning to leave the

the last twenty-live years

%

CREED POT TR
MOUNTAIN

—
nothing of this kind has been known in the
central eection of the Btate, but it has
moved to the mountains where the peojple
are more backward in aevelopment. The
home of the feud gave the Kuklux & hearty
welcome, for It was a ready method of pay-
ing old scores without having the enemy
get wind of the true perpetrators,

In Letcher County the Kuklux had been
quiescent for some years untll October, 189,
when & band of men met up on Rockhouse
Creek, In an f=olated spot near the wreck of
a raided still, There were just thirteen in
the party, and following thelr rude notions
of the proper ceremony on such an occasion
they assembled on Friday at midnight and
took the Kuklux oath. It had been written
for them by an almost illiterate school-
master and was read by the light of a dim
stable lantern. Here It 18:

“l swear by God Almighty, by heaven,
his home, by the earth, hils foot rest, and
by hell, his prison home, to befri*=nd and
hold in the sacred bonds of bretherhood all
members of the band. I swear that 1 will
lie for them, steal for them, fight for them,
die for them. 1 will be burned In cll, cut
to pleces and salted rather than Inform on
them. If they are in trouble I will glve up
everything I have to save them. 1 swear
to obey my captuln In all things even to
killing my kin folks. And If In any way 1
break this oath, 1 hope God may strike me
dead in my tracks. And if he lets me live,
may I be cut in pieces by the members of
the band and may my whaole life be
damned."

The band began operations at once. Neil
Hall, supposed to have caused trouble In
the family of “Bill" Lucas, was taken out
and whipped. Sarah Clinch and Amerlea
Holman also recelved the attention of the
kuklux for llke alleged wrongdolng. Getrge

Sexton, an enemy of one of the bhand, was
beaten with hickory sticks, Dellle Craft,
supposed to be a =reat friend of Sam
Wright, was treated In a similar fashion,
but Bam came upon the scene not ten min-
utes after the Kuklux bhad gone. He took
a short cut, caught them just as they were

riding through the ford of Boone's Fork,
and in the bright moonlicht opened fire from
behind a bowlder. Two desd horses and
some blood on the river bank was the re-
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sult.
that of Bland Combs. Wright had identified
dozen ar-gis followed.

in the Phillppines.
were filed away on good behavior,
ended the first band of Kuklux In Letcher.

The ecounty was aliowed to remain

DOETECTIVE ,WHO LED

7
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One of the horses was Identified as was the wealthlest man in Letcher.

This were fealous of ths old man's success,

inand Insulting.
peace only a few months. Bll Wright, Br., quarrel about a poplar tree which Wright

~d CHARGED TO THD

KLUKLUX BAND. f3

By
industry and good management he had ac-

some of ae men In the moonlight and & cumuinted 0,000 In the logging business,
Combs got awny on He lived
the promise of jolnlng the army, and 19 now Reynalds
The other Indictments quarreled.

on the adjoining farm o the
boys—John and Noah. They
The Wrights =ay the Reynolils
The
Reynolds say that Wright was overbearing
Both say that they had a

FAMOUS KUKLUX BANDS THAT HAVE
OPERATED FOR YEARS IN THE MOUNTAINS OF KENTUCKY.
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DWELLINC PLACE OF THE

BEYNOLDS BOYS. ¢

S e

Aetdfied To Buy from ths Reynolds. 'The
(,Pgmdnunnn In the quarrel are not known.
At any event, the two young men, or boys,
and old man Blll met In a narrow road near
the latter's house. The wife at the win-
dow heard shots and saw her husband fall,
That was all. The Reynolds boys fled, Lbut
were soon captured, and their trial ia Bet
for the August term of Clrcuit Court at
Whitesburg,

Morgan Reynolds, a eousin of Noah and
John, o teacher, and known as ‘“‘ths smart-
est man in Letcher,” at once organized a
Kuklux hand for the protection of his kins-
men. In November, 1900, the Siate was
startled by the murder of Mrs, Jemima
Hall and her 15-year-old son on the upper
fork of Boone.
hsuband had left her $300 in life Insurance,
which she foolishly kept in her cabin home.
Bum Vanover stayed at the house to pro-
tect the widow and her three children. The
Kuklux took It upon thiemselves to corract
thiz, to them, objectlonable actlon. A
sllght snow had fallen and served to muffle
thelr horses' hoofbeats, They drew near
the cabin and tled their horses. They ad-
vanced to the door, and, calling loudly and
pounding on the door, demanded admis-
glon. The widow answered in trembling
i tones, and the nolse and gruff demands [or
admission were repeztad. Vanover Knew
what it meant and opened fire through the
door from a nosition in the back room.
There were curses and an answering volley
was returned. The widow sank back Jdead,
while the body of her eldest son fell <cruss
her. Vanover crept across the room under
the bed, while the two children escaped
by a rear deor Into the night. The mur-
derers foreed the front door and rified the
place. They withdréw without Vanovar
being able to recognize any af them,

The next morning some of the footprints
in the snow were found to contain a tri-
angular mark. Mountaln defectives were
set to work and at the house of Lige Flems-
ing was found a tell-tale palr of shoes, The
right shoe baore on the soie a triangular
patch: Fleming confessed and implicated
Morgan Reynolds, Mac Yonts, Joe Johnson,
Ikey Potter, “Son” Newsom, George New-
gom, Zack Bentley, Jozh Bentley, Sol Flem-

Ehe wis a widow whose |

Ing, Liga Fleming, John and Martin
Wright, distant cousins of the detectlve,
but belonging to the opposite faction. Creed
Potter, John Reynolds and George Cook
were glso supposed to have been In the
band.

had been done. The capture of the others
followed rapldly until there weres four of
the outlaws at large. Creed Potter, John
Reynolda, George Cook and the leader, Mor-
gan Reynolds,

It was in the attempt to land this quartet
that Bill Wright was killed and the des-
perate fight on the ridge precipitated. J-an
Reynolds wns arrested. belng unable to live
in the brush with his wounded arm. Potter,
tired of the life in biding, surrendered.

Morgan Reynolds took to the little brick
house, gathered his friends about him and
openly defied arrest. This continued for a
period of some three weeks, when, weary
of the slege, he dispersed his band and, with
three companions, started to the distant
hills. Cook, Jim Kelly and John Mullins
were the men who accompanled him. None
of them have been taken as yvel.

Foliowing the dispersal of the Reynolds
forces wholesale arrests were made, the

N “—".—‘-"‘?

With the arrest of Lige Fleming much

FINCGNNATI MAN,\WHO
' HAS BEEN HUNTING
1 POR 'THE BAND
m'—t—._. ——

charge being confederating to protect thosg
charged with murder. In all, forty-five mes
are awaiting trial at Whiteburg either fos
alleged murder or charges of confederating.
The trials ars sat for August. What the
| result will be les with the juries.

Governor Beckham has mustered In &
mountain eompany to protect good citisens,
The comnwrity Is determined, and it is safe
to predict that Letcher has seen the last of
Kuklux bands for years to comae.

JUDGES WOMEN
TBEY CA

BY THE WAY
RRY UMBRELLAS.

The man who sat nearest the window sald
he didn't mind the wet weather. "It gives
me a chance to see how people carry their
umbrelins,” he sald. “T have such firm faith
in my umbrella deductions that I wouldn't
ba afrald to chooss & wife with them for a
gulde."”

The woman on his left smiled

“I'm glad I'm not out there In the street,™
she sald. “You'd be picking out all the
kinks In my dlsposition along with the rest

of them.™

HOeT 0000000200000
% ‘"Such Are the Changes Which a §
#® Few Years Bring About, and so Do @
@ Things Pass Away—Llke & Tale That ¢
4 Is Tcld."—0ld Curiosity Bhop. ®
o400 000000000000n
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Thousands of people in every part’of the
- Wurl will feel a pang of regret at the'(s

telligence that the original of Charles Dick-
ens's “0Old Curlosity Bhop™ is to be torm
down to give place to & modern structure-
It 1s sa'd by those who watch the sight-
peels - that no place exept the Tower at-
tracts =0 many intelligentiy Interested vis-
{tors as this queer little place that lives In
‘the memory of every reader of Dickens as
the home of Little Neil and Grandfather.

Looking into the vld-fashloned windowa

from the strest, one can imagine how the
impossible Quilp, back of one of them, lay
and gurgled In the tiny bedroom of Little
Nell while she and her grandfather stole
out and away from the sorrow that had
cast 50 deep a shadow over them.

“The place,” says Dickens, "'was one of
those receptacies for old and curfous things
which seem  to crouch in odd corners of this
town, and to hide their musty treasures

LITTLE NELL'S HOME WILL STAND ONLY IN FAME.

{THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP IN LONDON, MADE FAMOUS BY DICKENS. IT IS SOON TO BE TORN DOWN.

from the public eye in jealousy and distrust.
There were suits of mafl standing like
ghosts in armor hers and there; fantastlc
caryings brought from monkish cloisters:
musty weapons of various kinds; distorted
figures in china and wood and iron; tapes-
tries and strange furnitors that might
have been designed In dreams

_ +Phe haggard aspect of the little old man

| was wonderfully suited to the place: he.

might have groped among -tna churches
and tombs and deserted. houses and gath-
ered all the spolls with his own hande
There was nothing in the whole collection
but was In keeping with himself; nothing
that looked older or more worn than he™
The queer old place has been turned into
& waste-paper shop in recent years, but has
never lost thar curious appesrance which

“Oh,” sald the man, *T sized you wy & i
long time ago. You carry an umbrella whes 1
it's furled, just lfke that woman across the I
street. You grab it in the middle and ge B
forging ahead with the ends of the hamdle i
digging into the unfortunate pedestrians il
who g0 before and follow after.”

“And what does that signify ™ ashed the
woman on the Jeft.

“Alertness, activity, selfiahness and fnsom-
sideratness,™

“Um-m-m,” sald the woman.

“But just look at the third woman ta the

folks about her house. I'll warrant fhey L
have to get their own breakfast about
mornings out of seven. 1 never
woman who dragged her umbrella

before 3 o'clock.
“That other woman who is bustling along

holding to the top of the umbrella handle A
like grim death and pointing the tip Sowm 3
and forward, in & kind of south-by-sotithe .

westerly direction, is altogether differemt. !

Bhe would set the world on fire if it wasn'g 7

waterlogged! I am not sure that T'd want

to be married to her, either. She’d be toe

energetic. Bhe'd push everything before her

and when she took = notion to clean things

Up & mere man would have nowhere to lay

his head, Whltlh.hgoodtorllm- 1

committees. ) |

“That woman in the gray skirt is & yes-

and-nay sort of person. She wants to agree

with everybody, and follows whersver led

Women who carry their umbreliss with the

point backward and downward are always

unassertive.

"“But just look at that girl who spins along 5

swinging her umbreila around In a circle as B

If it were & magic wand. I Ifke her. Bhe's ;

Jolly and good-natured and gets more pleas-

ure out of life than ten ordinary people

There’s & woman carrying her umbrella

Swung across her shoulder like a shotgun.

:::'l & true soldler of ortune and was never
wn to say dle. I can't think

that would fease her.” e

The man paused. i

“And what would you say,” asked the wo=

man, “about that girl who carries her ume

brella horizontally across the small of hes

back and catches either end Into the crook i

of "mlemo:r'- i

—vell,” admitted the man,

one on me. I never met her“;eh:orl:..b::'l

wouldn't be afraid to wager that she is

consclentfous to a degree and has a heart g

&s big as all outdoors. But here," he ad 3

comes the most even-tempered woman o i

the lot. She cuddies her umbreila protect-

Ingly under her arm as If she doesn’t want

even It to get hurt in the crowd. That wo-

man Is gentle and thoughtful and ki

The Master of Life, i
I am_the plow, :
Master of Life,
Where my sharp eoulter leads
Ceases sterflity;
A:‘M- by my largesses
laddened 1nfled
Follow lhn‘m::
1, In the glimmering dawn.
Furrowing circlewlse—
Leaving wide gups where Death
Bwung his black gates anon—
Traced the foundations, where
Rose the proud battlements,
Bastlons and walls round
The City of Lifel

To me for charity

Come the worn mendicants,
Footing it painfully

Out from the darkness
Into the silence—

Poured forth abundantly—

Yours while the earth kmows

Bummer and winter, i
" Beedtime and harvest— . 4

must have originally atiracted the novelist. |
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